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Road Construction and Wet Weather Iogistics in Iaos |

The North Vietneuwese hava bean iuproving thoe original laotian roaduet ond
building nev militory roads since carly 1965. Tholr conatruction methods aud
the general condition of these roads have steadily tmproved over time. Beginning
in the laat quarter of 1967, &t the ond of the last wonsoon seeson, the Commmnist °
road construction and yepair effort vas moticeably Intensified snd is otill in
progress. The roads which were ntn‘md in ute 1967 have a linited sll weathar
cambzxzw§ Many of the carlier mw: have bgan upixaded during the dyy
sexsons by thn‘ aonstruation of byyesses around_l \c?xokepolnts ahd vet eress and in
@ fev cuses by the construction of alternate mte;. In thase puﬁ dry seucons
bypasses and alteroate routes heve been cmtmtod by not ;n tha nudbars noted
this yoars Upgrading and Wnt haﬁ 8160 been achieved by the addition
of graval vhera available a;;a ‘an extensive usal of cmﬁz‘uroy.‘

In the 1967-68 dry ecason (Sop 1967-April 31968) 1% is estimated that an
average of "about 176" tons per day were transported by truck "into" the Laotian
‘panhandle. According to curront estivates ve beliave that dry ms&}‘ capacitics
of these roads 1s ebout 550 short tons per day (sea Msp)e Oa the other hand,

Ahrou. '5-/ .
cwrrent eat!mten of wet leason capeotw range froa 150 to 200 tons per day
{sca map). Moromr, ve estimate that on the nvemgo for the entire monsoon

éeaaon. Kay through Wcr./qt- loast 25 percent and -aa wuch &8 50 percent of

the dry season capacity dﬁn bo trucked over the Laotien panhandle road systeu.
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It 45 true that in tba post thore bas been littls or no truck treffic noted

during the mousoon season. The logistical needs of enouy troops h? South Viotnan
have been supplied frow caches estedblished durtné the dry seacon and supplementad
by watarborne movemeuta coupled with e mmmbh ausunt of portering. Tho
situation has changed drastionlly sioce the pummer of 1961'\ in tarms of the need
for relatively large tonnages of militory supplies. Enemy troop strength and‘
coubat &qtivity bove fnoreaced to @ pointAuharo 1t 1s no longer prectical nor
cafe for the encmy t9 dapend on ¢aches and porterogs mr Yong distances to
supply taotical woods for & five aonthe monaoc;iu éoriod- Therefore, it has
becona necessary for them to construat supply iim with souwa all weather capa«

. bility. Ve delieve that North Vietnamsse long vange umt_-m} took iato acaount
tha need for & limited all weather natvork and that all recent ruwad Wion

bhas bean done with this ia mind. Ve bdelleve that thore will Ye gonsiderublo

1 truck moveaent throvghout most of the 1963 monsoon geasons Just because trugilog

: v;;amm to coase a;:rxnz past monsoén \aut{m is umq or no 'b_ﬁtsiq for conolude |
",mauza;tbamvlubon;mthumr. | ’ | . |

In conclusion, to ascums that the North Vietnamose have learnod nothiua

about bui.lalns all woather military roads over the past three yoars 43 false,

Moreover t0 assuDs that ve hoarloans have 81l tho kaow how :or bui.mnz an1 |

weathar mdn ia Southoast Asls 1o oquany mu.
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